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Wheat is the most important grain crop in the U.S.S.R.,
and has rapidly superseded rye in the making of flour for
bread. The latter, usually a winter-sown crop, is cultivated
throughout large areas of the northern regions of the Soviet
Union. Wheat, more sensitive to cold winters and cool,
short summers, becomes the dominant crop farther south,
and here winter wheat prevails only towards the west, where
the winters are less severe and the snow cover deeper than
in the east. Spring wheat prevails east of the river Don.
Winter wheat, limited by climatic conditions to the Ukraine,
Crimea, pre-Caucasus, and Transcaucasia, is the more
valuable on account of its higher yield'per acre and more
stable harvest.
Within recent years the use of new varieties has brought
about an extension of the area sown to this crop to the north
and east. At the same time spring wheat is now grown farther
to the north than in pre-revolutionary Russia, both on newly-
cultivated land, and in place of rye in those regions where
agriculture has been practised for some time. Over the whole
of the U.S.S.R. wheat now occupies on an average about
30 per cent, of the sown area. Over 3-75 million acres are on
land where none was grown before. The areas devoted to
this crop in 1913 and 1938 are given in the table at p. 190.
Rye is less susceptible to climatic variation and conse-
quently, apart from its importance in the north, is grown
practically everywhere. Only in Eastern Siberia and the
Far North, where the winters are exceptionally severe, is it
a spring crop.
Oats can be grown on poor soils, and, like barley, is a
remarkably hardy crop. Its cultivation extends as far north
as that of rye, but not so far north as barley. The latter takes
the place of oats in drier regions both in the north and south,
since oats require more moisture. The greatest production
of. oats is concentrated within a triangle bounded by lines
joining the towns of Tula, Penza, and Kiev.
Barley, grown mainly for animal fodder (especially for
pigs), and also for use in malting, is a crop which grows
rapidly. .Thus in the south it is able to complete its growth